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[bookmark: _Hlk63301353]Only the radicals attempted to break the racial barriers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Howard Zinn is famously known for his 1980 book 	A People’s History of the United States in which he presents a different side of history from the traditional one which glorified nationalists and founding fathers. In chapter 15 titled “Self-help in Hard times” Zinn emphasizes on the resilience portrayed by the American people during the Great Depression.  He also talks about the radical tradition of Seattle workers in attempting to break racial barriers.  
Racial discrimination and class struggle were rampant during the 1920s and 1930s. The extent of racial discrimination forced African-Americans to develop strategies to address their rights. Series of strikes were experienced trying to break the racial barriers. In the whole nation, Washington State was the most influential, with radicals playing a major role in rebuilding and strengthening the labor movement. They were also involved in reorienting the state's Democratic Party. Radicals played a great role in ensuring the African-American rights are heard. Many of the state's radical movements reawakened the early 1930s after the economic crisis that led to unemployment surged. A general labor strike happened in 1919 in Seattle, Washington. The IWW headquarters were attacked by police because the government feared a revolution. 
Unemployed Citizens League was a movement launched by a group of former socialists in Seattle. The movement aimed at demanding government assistance after the nation was hit hard by the Great Depression. Thousands of people joined the movement. By 1932, the movement had got the full attention of Seattle's neighborhood and other Puget Sound cities (Zinn, 23). It enabled it to remain strong towards ensuring its members' issues are addressed. In 1934, independent radicals launched another bold initiative. They joined to form the Commonwealth Builders Inc (CBI), which was required to have elected state officials representing their plans towards establishing unified owned farms and industries. It was to benefit the minority group against the whites running the government. Additionally, the communist party that had faced isolation due to the Great Depression started to rise. It was a movement known to be highly disciplined and scornful compared to other radical groups (Lawler, 2020). This fact enabled it to attract new members' attention, and in 1933, it published the Voice of Action weekly newspaper that was based in Seattle. The movement was lively and loud when it came to issues concerning civil rights. 
However, Zinn’s statement “only the radicals made an attempt to break the racial barriers” is never fair since NAACP and other African-American self-help groups played an important role in fighting racial discrimination. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was founded because all people are equal. Despite color differences, people of color are entitled to be treated equally like the whites. The organization was involved in civil rights activism between the 1950s and 1960s. It is seen to have key victories, amongst them winning U.S Supreme Court's case, Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, enforcing a decision that removed segregation in public schools. Thurgood Marshall, who was the Head of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, won important cases related to civil rights like voting rights and practices that were housing discriminatory. Additionally, the self-help movement operating between the 1960s and early 1970s provided great political activism. The movement defended young black people from the criminal justice system's victimization, demanding increased resources for the migrants and the provision of proper schooling systems for the people of color. NAACP and African-American self-help groups have continued to play a great role in fighting racial discrimination as much as the radicals did in the 1930s. 
In conclusion, much has been done to eradicate racial barriers in the United States. Different movements were established that run strikes seeking for the people of color's civil rights in the nation. The efforts put by the movements were worthwhile despite facing problems with the authorities. They have continuously shaped the ideologies against people of color, giving them a chance to enjoy their rights like other individuals. Therefore, it is necessary to recognize that their efforts lead the role of each movement and organization without discrimination since the reduced racial discrimination levels.
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